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Helicopters, torture and leaks? Something's
rotten in the state of Defence

February 19 2024 - 5:30am 0 Comments

It's been a tough week in the Department of Defence, and

there are no signs of improvement on the horizon.

Torture allegations, a minister under a fire and a

helicopter fleet being sold for parts - it's an unedifying

litany that has littered Senate estimates hearings and our

subsequent news coverage in recent days.

In hearings last week, Defence Force chief Angus

Campbell was forced to take responsibility for the

appointment of a Fijian o!cer as deputy commander of

3000 troops who, it turns out, was alleged to have

committed torture.

By The Canberra Times

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/editorial/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8524526%2Ftheres-a-crisis-brewing-in-the-department-of-defence%2F
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8524526%2Ftheres-a-crisis-brewing-in-the-department-of-defence%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8524526%2Ftheres-a-crisis-brewing-in-the-department-of-defence%2F
mailto:?subject=Check%20this%20out&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberratimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F8524526%2Ftheres-a-crisis-brewing-in-the-department-of-defence%2F
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8520887/defence-chief-unaware-of-commanders-torture-allegation/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CMM7GgLnSZcztNYXFssUPrLiqsAb56NP2dai6saW_ErLKwsLDAhABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAGhwJjxKMgBCakCHiopffaogj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgSnA0_QaLgRMnPCJzvHEJEpomh4RnQuEGFjSMjugkys5b4OGV4TrThwJOll-1_iUAxjV2p56GWIMG7lX1sxYCrW6sCElAjKrny2tV9TCu3cYgnZbLSYLKVlviwCwH06UdMW8zrE26rcLAjo9J86zTryaqe8dryepb9POQkgBiaF4o8g5OCxpnMvw9KfZGQCTMxFP4B47VxNCPTjO79neYTF3Z6C5klCj_eQ56ibYyy8EFGBuKj7DjFqKWIXtzUOiqAdpv2B6H863o0_Z_StuSzZL9oNw8I6DRinMHnIrX1v4CPLqvDClaRLxNdbzkBZy5aOPnXVgzzwCikJDBjdCp3b61nb_gJjBUBq1Pw-LduWDhqZYKLKby95qjx6oy4HEogtFRGG7v4PEVSFaP81SERr19gI11-YQQ3p9eqdVg0dc4upRkXo8MTS6jfroiucmmB1VxECMlTwyY1Z68WMMvQdvPNdKa6VoOmPJfWzwh5cHR2Vhr5iVtP7JpHG9a7LPmHY2rbYKiWfyK2A7LOXliTz1taEn2i7xKsTVkNoRRBAmRkbasOX0uPpgcAE_vaJs8kE4AQBiAW9joXQTfoFBgglEAEYAKAGLoAH3KnlkgSoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAdIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAgAhIvf3BOljG1rm4qraEA4AKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAaoNAkFVyA0B4g0TCIeBuriqtoQDFYWirAIdLJwKZtgTDNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASABEgIgN_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSjAEALx4X_yH6J6wzMWOCpC01AqmQJlcQlDaCAGZvtn0UOwMm7N5YUlfdYP-jMpSO7Xqo9r0oVxtPuwDgxfqc4Qd3i8uQRKCNK85CPHnTNQkpdZqDG1jHqZ7JXPH8Q6j7pgbRXw_R7u8FqSDQtQvHC2grICSWoPAzv8VMI2xGn-HeQpOE8pjaXt3oLEmbmRgB&sig=AOD64_31Z6sZUJeGTPhgcgqp5gWJqR2mCg&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=19&adurl=https://www.temu.com/ul/kuiper/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D1028%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099516520830%26sku_id%3D17592214592362%26adg_ctx%3Da-6827de9d~c-373f9ba5%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D5%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592214592362%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd2162515-1%26topic_classify%3D124%26_x_ads_account%3D7111743752%26_x_ads_set%3D20837386045%26_x_ads_id%3D157141859198%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D683412010231%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASABEgIgN_D_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.canberratimes.com.au%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASABEgIgN_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CMM7GgLnSZcztNYXFssUPrLiqsAb56NP2dai6saW_ErLKwsLDAhABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAGhwJjxKMgBCakCHiopffaogj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgSnA0_QaLgRMnPCJzvHEJEpomh4RnQuEGFjSMjugkys5b4OGV4TrThwJOll-1_iUAxjV2p56GWIMG7lX1sxYCrW6sCElAjKrny2tV9TCu3cYgnZbLSYLKVlviwCwH06UdMW8zrE26rcLAjo9J86zTryaqe8dryepb9POQkgBiaF4o8g5OCxpnMvw9KfZGQCTMxFP4B47VxNCPTjO79neYTF3Z6C5klCj_eQ56ibYyy8EFGBuKj7DjFqKWIXtzUOiqAdpv2B6H863o0_Z_StuSzZL9oNw8I6DRinMHnIrX1v4CPLqvDClaRLxNdbzkBZy5aOPnXVgzzwCikJDBjdCp3b61nb_gJjBUBq1Pw-LduWDhqZYKLKby95qjx6oy4HEogtFRGG7v4PEVSFaP81SERr19gI11-YQQ3p9eqdVg0dc4upRkXo8MTS6jfroiucmmB1VxECMlTwyY1Z68WMMvQdvPNdKa6VoOmPJfWzwh5cHR2Vhr5iVtP7JpHG9a7LPmHY2rbYKiWfyK2A7LOXliTz1taEn2i7xKsTVkNoRRBAmRkbasOX0uPpgcAE_vaJs8kE4AQBiAW9joXQTfoFBgglEAEYAKAGLoAH3KnlkgSoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAdIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAgAhIvf3BOljG1rm4qraEA4AKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAaoNAkFVyA0B4g0TCIeBuriqtoQDFYWirAIdLJwKZtgTDNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASABEgIgN_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSjAEALx4X_yH6J6wzMWOCpC01AqmQJlcQlDaCAGZvtn0UOwMm7N5YUlfdYP-jMpSO7Xqo9r0oVxtPuwDgxfqc4Qd3i8uQRKCNK85CPHnTNQkpdZqDG1jHqZ7JXPH8Q6j7pgbRXw_R7u8FqSDQtQvHC2grICSWoPAzv8VMI2xGn-HeQpOE8pjaXt3oLEmbmRgB&sig=AOD64_31Z6sZUJeGTPhgcgqp5gWJqR2mCg&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/ul/kuiper/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D1028%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099516520830%26sku_id%3D17592214592362%26adg_ctx%3Da-6827de9d~c-373f9ba5%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D5%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592214592362%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd2162515-1%26topic_classify%3D124%26_x_ads_account%3D7111743752%26_x_ads_set%3D20837386045%26_x_ads_id%3D157141859198%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D683412010231%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASABEgIgN_D_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.canberratimes.com.au%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASABEgIgN_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CKSDXgLnSZcztNYXFssUPrLiqsAb56NP2dai6saW_ErLKwsLDAhABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAGhwJjxKMgBCakCHiopffaogj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgSnA0_QaLgRMnPCJzvHEJEpomh4RnQuEGFjSMjugkys5b4OGV4TrThwJOll-1_iUAxjV2p56GWIMG7lX1sxYCrW6sCElAjKrny2tV9TCu3cYgnZbLSYLKVlviwCwH06UdMW8zrE26rcLAjo9J86zTryaqe8dryepb9POQkgBiaF4o8g5OCxpnMvw9KfZGQCTMxFP4B47VxNCPTjO79neYTF3Z6C5klCj_eQ56ibYyy8EFGBuKj7DjFqKWIXtzUOiqAdpv2B6H863o0_Z_StuSzZL9oNw8I6DRinMHnIrX1v4CPLqvDClaRLxNdbzkBZy5aOPnXVgzzwCikJDBjdCp3b61nb_gJjBUBq1Pw-LduWDhqZYKLKby95qjx6oy4HEogtFRGG7v4PEVSFaP81SERr19gI11-YQQ3p9eqdVg0dc4upRkXo8MTS6jfroiucmmB1VxECMlTwyY1Z68WMMvQdvPNdKa6VoOmPJfWzwh5cHR2Vhr5iVtP7JpHG9a7LPmHY2rbYKiWfyK2A7LOXliTz1taEn2i7xKsTVkNoRRBAmRkbasOX0uPpgcAE_vaJs8kE4AQBiAW9joXQTfoFBgglEAEYAaAGLoAH3KnlkgSoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAtIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAgAhIvf3BOljG1rm4qraEA4AKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAaoNAkFVyA0B4g0TCIeBuriqtoQDFYWirAIdLJwKZtgTDNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASACEgKLTfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSjAEALx4X_yH6J6wzMWOCpC01AqmQJlcQlDaCAGZvtn0UOwMm7N5YUlfdYP-jMpSO7Xqo9r0oVxtPuwDgxfqc4Qd3i8uQRKCNK85CPHnTNQkpdZqDG1jHqZ7JXPH8Q6j7pgbRXw_R7u8FqSDQtQvHC2grICSWoPAzv8VMI2xGn-HeQpOE8pjaXt3oLEmbmRgB&sig=AOD64_0vF9w7Z7FrnzswaC1XrtHHYI9_DQ&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/ul/kuiper/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D1028%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099513991089%26sku_id%3D17592204629822%26adg_ctx%3Da-6e6aa1b4~c-dc0f05d6%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D5%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592204629822%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd2162515-1%26topic_classify%3D124%26_x_ads_account%3D7111743752%26_x_ads_set%3D20837386045%26_x_ads_id%3D157141859198%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D683412010231%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASACEgKLTfD_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.canberratimes.com.au%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASACEgKLTfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CZT57gLnSZcztNYXFssUPrLiqsAb56NP2dai6saW_ErLKwsLDAhABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAGhwJjxKMgBCakCHiopffaogj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgSnA0_QaLgRMnPCJzvHEJEpomh4RnQuEGFjSMjugkys5b4OGV4TrThwJOll-1_iUAxjV2p56GWIMG7lX1sxYCrW6sCElAjKrny2tV9TCu3cYgnZbLSYLKVlviwCwH06UdMW8zrE26rcLAjo9J86zTryaqe8dryepb9POQkgBiaF4o8g5OCxpnMvw9KfZGQCTMxFP4B47VxNCPTjO79neYTF3Z6C5klCj_eQ56ibYyy8EFGBuKj7DjFqKWIXtzUOiqAdpv2B6H863o0_Z_StuSzZL9oNw8I6DRinMHnIrX1v4CPLqvDClaRLxNdbzkBZy5aOPnXVgzzwCikJDBjdCp3b61nb_gJjBUBq1Pw-LduWDhqZYKLKby95qjx6oy4HEogtFRGG7v4PEVSFaP81SERr19gI11-YQQ3p9eqdVg0dc4upRkXo8MTS6jfroiucmmB1VxECMlTwyY1Z68WMMvQdvPNdKa6VoOmPJfWzwh5cHR2Vhr5iVtP7JpHG9a7LPmHY2rbYKiWfyK2A7LOXliTz1taEn2i7xKsTVkNoRRBAmRkbasOX0uPpgcAE_vaJs8kE4AQBiAW9joXQTfoFBgglEAEYAqAGLoAH3KnlkgSoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIA9IIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAgAhIvf3BOljG1rm4qraEA4AKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAaoNAkFVyA0B4g0TCIeBuriqtoQDFYWirAIdLJwKZtgTDNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASADEgJrg_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSjAEALx4X_yH6J6wzMWOCpC01AqmQJlcQlDaCAGZvtn0UOwMm7N5YUlfdYP-jMpSO7Xqo9r0oVxtPuwDgxfqc4Qd3i8uQRKCNK85CPHnTNQkpdZqDG1jHqZ7JXPH8Q6j7pgbRXw_R7u8FqSDQtQvHC2grICSWoPAzv8VMI2xGn-HeQpOE8pjaXt3oLEmbmRgB&sig=AOD64_2dorwfiM0FZd2yPLkbwoMehws0tQ&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/ul/kuiper/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D1028%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099525170319%26sku_id%3D17592254659124%26adg_ctx%3Da-af37e51a~c-72ac06bd%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D5%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592254659124%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd2162515-1%26topic_classify%3D124%26_x_ads_account%3D7111743752%26_x_ads_set%3D20837386045%26_x_ads_id%3D157141859198%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D683412010231%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASADEgJrg_D_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.canberratimes.com.au%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASADEgJrg_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CZbk9gLnSZcztNYXFssUPrLiqsAb56NP2dai6saW_ErLKwsLDAhABINvxuVdgpYCAgJABoAGhwJjxKMgBCakCHiopffaogj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgSnA0_QaLgRMnPCJzvHEJEpomh4RnQuEGFjSMjugkys5b4OGV4TrThwJOll-1_iUAxjV2p56GWIMG7lX1sxYCrW6sCElAjKrny2tV9TCu3cYgnZbLSYLKVlviwCwH06UdMW8zrE26rcLAjo9J86zTryaqe8dryepb9POQkgBiaF4o8g5OCxpnMvw9KfZGQCTMxFP4B47VxNCPTjO79neYTF3Z6C5klCj_eQ56ibYyy8EFGBuKj7DjFqKWIXtzUOiqAdpv2B6H863o0_Z_StuSzZL9oNw8I6DRinMHnIrX1v4CPLqvDClaRLxNdbzkBZy5aOPnXVgzzwCikJDBjdCp3b61nb_gJjBUBq1Pw-LduWDhqZYKLKby95qjx6oy4HEogtFRGG7v4PEVSFaP81SERr19gI11-YQQ3p9eqdVg0dc4upRkXo8MTS6jfroiucmmB1VxECMlTwyY1Z68WMMvQdvPNdKa6VoOmPJfWzwh5cHR2Vhr5iVtP7JpHG9a7LPmHY2rbYKiWfyK2A7LOXliTz1taEn2i7xKsTVkNoRRBAmRkbasOX0uPpgcAE_vaJs8kE4AQBiAW9joXQTfoFBgglEAEYA6AGLoAH3KnlkgSoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIBNIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAgAhIvf3BOljG1rm4qraEA4AKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAaoNAkFVyA0B4g0TCIeBuriqtoQDFYWirAIdLJwKZtgTDNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASAEEgIxNfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSjAEALx4X_yH6J6wzMWOCpC01AqmQJlcQlDaCAGZvtn0UOwMm7N5YUlfdYP-jMpSO7Xqo9r0oVxtPuwDgxfqc4Qd3i8uQRKCNK85CPHnTNQkpdZqDG1jHqZ7JXPH8Q6j7pgbRXw_R7u8FqSDQtQvHC2grICSWoPAzv8VMI2xGn-HeQpOE8pjaXt3oLEmbmRgB&sig=AOD64_3j7UJh0eXurscoXz1qdFlqWpru1w&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/ul/kuiper/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D1028%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099520531069%26sku_id%3D17592233444124%26adg_ctx%3Da-1402185d~c-d4d46d11%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D5%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592233444124%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd2162515-1%26topic_classify%3D124%26_x_ads_account%3D7111743752%26_x_ads_set%3D20837386045%26_x_ads_id%3D157141859198%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D683412010231%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASAEEgIxNfD_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.canberratimes.com.au%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzK27uKq2hAMVhaKsAh0snApmEAEYASAEEgIxNfD_BwE


19/2/2024, 1:14 pmThere's a crisis brewing in the Department of Defence | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

Page 2 of 5https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8524526/theres-a-crisis-brewing-in-the-department-of-defence/

Colonel Penioni Naliva was appointed the deputy

commander of the 7th Brigade in Brisbane as part of an

e"ort to embed Pacific o!cers in the ADF.

It seems "normal processes" had failed in this instance,

and the serious allegations were not detected.

"If you find any fault, that is with me," General Campbell

told a parliamentary inquiry on Wednesday.

The colonel is yet to be stood down, and was instead

"working from home", a term that has become

increasingly used as a euphemism for all kinds of

arrangements, and not always the one we became so

accustomed to during the lockdown days of the pandemic.

To confound matters, the defence force had been assured

by the Fijian government the colonel had a clear police

and national security clearance.

The question remains why a security check was not

performed on the Australian end, given security checks

are part and parcel of even low-to-mid level government

sta"ers.

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CbOEY9bTSZfvRB4TFssUPo72WwAaJxuHwdeWzy5igEgoQASDb8blXYKWAgICQAaAB7LPywAHIAQLgAgCoAwHIAwiqBKADT9DOb_LUDRtxdvvYkmTyXx9Thn5Ys5ndZwC2BcfsKWRKcF1ERCN9WPUqQooD0gmKrukIntm5NRu-r0rnnmnScDDH3_Va04ZYhJytuIEWOj0NVXdwIt--C0IhHgvnBO4oQVW4tRVomXLTaKqqF-P8Ye4BSjHeneOlhp_GxLlAOVU4WKSxzV6ladTp61QXcf5fRcI_5iq1KCb0PVOr291y9AMNAUjCs1R8UIfYIfns2Wh8q3my-3OjMAwPcR5EUkQDuQXsT-HFq5t4LeF0iW1nXMxjxYzFzEFaOec70AdtAeBGP_4eKGP0jO4k8gD2zM1QEzHoDHplTJrLnAfwkMmIQdlX-5IMeuqM7Kllm3BxPGl7SSVNdMDD5OyZKWQunaxCBfOneBR_zRpp1-WLnGmLtpxQpZeLLIaT303b6QQkHaWMeOf32qqN-LTsjY764eR7Ow0DEo9audYVPw4lkLFm6EyXp9CL09DMsL40aO_t_bBzjlDglO9VehevDGacwe1n3ilqC1WnsfCxpHHhViwwGBuIXyRZnrIRRp3Cfub6GqrABIGirrHXBOAEAYgF7vSmj06gBgKAB_zLjb8CqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAgAhIvf3BOlj_ibGNpraEA7EJdRSug8aIt4mACgOYCwHICwGqDQJBVcgNAeINEwj_w7GNpraEAxWEoqwCHaOeBWjYEw3QFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIu6DFjaa2hAMVhKKsAh2jngVoEAEYASAAEgKmvvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSjAEALx4X__szNXJjkN1Zcrg2xS0P6lFNq5yh3cyTzuB4Td-HNCwMKdqppoZjC_Xg8frI53Aa6Sx8NE5dXnB4Ok1eK5AcbCrsQ2B1UWJ9XChkCNswG0UyHYy88lB5tOEvHbDsMIaw7GGOwrSQ9SsQ6bxHch-2WVkad6BkF_TOep9AUl1cdC9gGD86txpc4xgB&sig=AOD64_3siXKnpgcC29ceDolsbemulnIs9w&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://madmuscles.com/alco-free%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle_display%26utm_medium%3D160896356609%26utm_campaign%3D20970060398%26utm_content%3D689345188074%26utm_term%3D%26camp_name%3D%26asn%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIu6DFjaa2hAMVhKKsAh2jngVoEAEYASAAEgKmvvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ATItlYN52cZl-tn34Y9VkhTYm3XUeKqxXd9A6gywnAgFmPhl6ObR-aPMkkDvzGb8wPUCmRgqAYvnqC_dPBX9JBIRzJf5rsHqSEYCuQJVWtd2BLmQXusIBfnndS9fqjkOlubQ-gxygjpfK-UyqKq2hFjD-V7ppvXCkLjQfd3E5wbrX10fcSFnsKj580U1kGgIAwxhQIYy9rq_f_m6ntBo3nC6S8Gbe4YxsSe0Qi-DawZxm8wsK8NqYcnVYHqg2QldcWg99T-o6UnoNlkvyXXJDPk5pv9faG71s4APGnK5RC-ICyykeehpMcRJ02XS1pH7leYl-eTEZd8F0QkZcUlNyaJSa0A4ona7czXFIjXZHzPDkEQr7faAMp65GX-QQvA17jkCvovuIarIRqcBPr5o4snP30-Tga0IC4QhIrB-vmE0weerj1rBaibBeZHqpQlG5JPw7dPrY9bXzR4Aqyhg6R80z0aniBXi6_6fuAVkZWBxRVgYkUEco1XrMp7QkvdVvuWnahNwDWwIRuHEwETdsdu2YY415eZ9HB4Q1RVlLxZyztnewQQMiVN3LCYT3aTNJCnFUv_0lHRJHLawMmz-9knwaE--jAfaiH77WGaF2fZxIazEbO8GDUTMuzYoQzTROViHQIG778ehOTTDZfvkXnLCqFTIJR4pbsXuBfiW3PlAunLkmsQbySGk7LBoC-ai2yLU_ESbM3ijyVe3NCDjAwm0Ez2cgUd488MXPHeYCDI11CIGcF2KNyZCXOOMR_ZQlrOR2FSfV0QBm6iVXK2RhB77uRDbOqN2NgiKO2SEhtI_1ROAgE_GIvkCdorziH_fsA6JNAexScirJShW6NdcSZrT9PQTXEQeyPgifCHTJZTgavfPePftExAKI1gJo55LQ1sLa-x_eh6w-0X1Y9aSft4xYxx4js_pm2D1ayb1VXBjNq4fo8j5n8nL05h9Ss6hXjVJyox5Pa86QtLj3CUW4fcal3Eg5bylvwEdu5eUpIqZnuN0wcGyvwcPTTRXvuT7fcrfRXe34_XtyeONS2lhHdKtTS5KvSOBxpJnZrMJOQrdBBKfABtLZzqK640Bt17Qx7y84akyFTzpPn-rgWZRQ52qdNKnpKgjSWHxfVbCducvQjVjURK4n9gN4LIMlVOXGw874L64P1ERqocH4Q3LqItheOKy9dvAwBVK7BYuScnn20fi3Tp4XQxvdHbsy6A-HANJQRrINb2N6ola2epeKy3IM199wcrkwZJ_NIBSVa2tPCez58PL3fFbrHj1OSkWj55m1AZtmopoAa5IcxjVAny_k8wPSkSp10R1lXA8xjIq77jhuPP16A7QvqJgSTNaS0dhCpDleTssan5TL2gk7aw2LceRU0GswlUrOqjOKIkbHocBzoIrcDJPS6aQX7V67BuHbzTB8uqRtMWlZtdVBzhREd9yEGrS8DN47C4Qxq9PA9c0RuSf9UEvGsgDyxH5MZMZNe8x07IYsdCxMt4RWu1wxDb049ex_BlaC1oZYPx7b6mns_HXPiko7EsU8caRhLuX-ZuQGS5fPQ7Bh4XeiVDpiC7INzI0P1W_VpSJjaJacNbx2goFfFp_1mrczUHWHcRId93TsWTiALHMU_XP2m64X9SRzstwvZ2P7V28NfROsVAiocCJYB4gE7QvTkRDsZLSZ53YZePJQkIBZ59J7RHBQQhSjTw8CJasNBLGPpVa8fVy5I9xMnxyK1zTCKcwSDR-cVEwdfJrFrYUweVqUjdHTBc9wqg1fb2nUHatOdv6G60B1JxmdnGiopmGt8Axwhn-L7xjXIY_97-9sh7XMQRK_2XnwUAAIXrRjAkAGyAqxfYT5NhXRY5c8YjwZ4EsQGH9qOT-UJ-mcxqNBAQKERVxN-lBiU6pjNs8XX-gMnafG69BtbUZ0ThL7OerG0ywm2L7FrKkpQoXz2LywcQ3tncf9s6ejhQTBEAuaK7NEfmdrj_CbxVKn6DjRC_yGKnvjxy9P2QnVdoZU2YQiNcwkzYqRlEmhgDX9KCvZOYayjN23Wj36YfuMDRhLRg5Lv62sNhs1r_Yz0lQWLITVJV4QduNghi7xuONVYa_gEhO5qMIadvpewvO_6qXg109-KphsEcujPM0Yt-_lzCx-68wtePshHD-xr8wxIIVVcrHJ_KZijI4_H5QGgMuhYvPK6FCu6ufTKYpeUP07wjSGIBBQXheDvH9MXPpHjD3YECBXS3OsvMTeVLtASAt5jvv2z32KD-yxMMaTN-iagXddtOIwVneu1lJJnjSFm_O7Lw4zJ56GI6dCpXjbKgCzLByagqV3ZrlL7mV6koN9E1TIUWNLen7vtIUdKyHcATPy1ZRDQJnIHsGnEzbfTjxMGcx2BsccbWBwQEILyAP8TnChLZ1Q4n38SNTbo9s9N7RZTNShQH8wLsnONshFOD2RpzGQ2qZjbe_T5WWVPd8ni68T-iyhZvI_bzDIwFemLYJ7M8dZ4WJT7bxAPQ3ArB8
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CA59ZRbnSZeHOGNjZssUPpZmP6A-JxuHwdaKJhqXaEQoQASDb8blXYKWAgICQAaAB7LPywAHIAQLgAgCoAwHIAwiqBJ0DT9BOXjIrZ_-ZZnzHAgwrnOQSgPj5xGnt4G7ikQNJ8rOOP6Xz6KTrYGhdRc_RtQQ2pin6sKP_np99JKl79sw6MplclSTbBPiWqfB9SSVxDGMepwj8dS7QPyGO-EkKqqWj9MhD7MIxRG_dBfFWGPXLAg8uqGCWtC-xCj1-hPtf1YcHyPR1iRXqgZIXIvlKbYPT31cQKyWvaOsNlWSTJiVLIMBPwovgDZiEEsmha5RRWjPZs-eijNQhRK4MjH3rMRDzt1LshZC0L4rOZ0SRQYzjXm_LhlqKTtbUk-bBwZUtHFC87YNvtyD3uCQPYy0kLuUhr16ABt1MZ-JEmQWIX8tKbL8U1Xa3muy-d1taLoLCrVAq7s9rZJ7Qc1ft6Tyji8McKMRqI2UVjdH_llY4QB5Jsaa2zSKJRB_cNcfayasgL-wMBSVRyh7gN9z0c_L8EF22G_HspxQILUtg0LOp99JU2_FpvBjBilPkVmTLiZgZAshnELTWB7RpH473Or8vjOVJ1-sFhh9bPRdBrkapiBXUz4efyMiwtKlVEZXakejABIGirrHXBOAEAYgF7vSmj06gBgKAB_zLjb8CqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAgAhIvf3BOljHiYucqraEA7EJdRSug8aIt4mACgOYCwHICwGqDQJBVcgNAeINEwiEuYucqraEAxXYrKwCHaXMA_3YEw3QFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoYWNnKq2hAMV2KysAh2lzAP9EAEYASAAEgJm4_D_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSjAEALx4X_wAgLSvXGRIynRDtzcStc9Fap7ixc6ud4FPmWh-SJCvZYDguFy65C_rEaG7E0EMiPGB2Wc0NULc1zV0dIsrsB3kNOhNhPD4evUegSHM5kqZlxs10VcBuetN201NRZwtO2OaQiDwH10yM2b7R95KJPe51JQfaBsyQToZINij2g1YMkKOpEUDjRRgB&sig=AOD64_1XTc0SIwofmYlRFLUZ1dlvpzccWQ&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://madmuscles.com/alco-free%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle_display%26utm_medium%3D160896356609%26utm_campaign%3D20970060398%26utm_content%3D688802616897%26utm_term%3D%26camp_name%3D%26asn%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIoYWNnKq2hAMV2KysAh2lzAP9EAEYASAAEgJm4_D_BwE


19/2/2024, 1:14 pmThere's a crisis brewing in the Department of Defence | The Canberra Times | Canberra, ACT

Page 3 of 5https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8524526/theres-a-crisis-brewing-in-the-department-of-defence/

Under fire: Defence minister Richard Marles. Picture by Elesa Kurtz

Also on the agenda are questions surrounding the whys

and wherefores of Australia's grounded fleet of Taipan

helicopters. Grounded three years ago amid safety

concerns, the helicopters have since been dismantled,

with apparent plans to sell the parts and bury the

carcases.

But Ukraine, meanwhile, is in desperate need of such

aircraft to help the war e"ort against Russia, a request we

are seemingly unable to meet.

It's not clear which came first - Ukraine's urgent need or

the dismantling of the fleet - and the lack of answers over

the exact state of the helicopters is a cause for

consternation.

As is the apparent state of flux of the department itself,

with recent leaks against Defence Minister Richard Marles

adding fuel to the opposition's fire of negative defence-

related material.

Also during estimates last week, Defence secretary Greg

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8521716/grounded-taipan-helicopters-not-suitable-for-ukraine/
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Moriarty was forced to deny reports of tension between

the minister and the senior bureaucrats who report to

him.

But when is a meeting more than just an average meeting?

And when does a minister conveying a sense of his

"evolving perspectives and his expectations" amount to

"laying down the law"?

Questions during estimates are unlikely to get straight

answers when it comes to choppy departmental waters,

but there's enough to add to the opposition's needling to

be cause for wider concern.

As Peter Jennings, a former deputy secretary for strategy

in the Defence Department, said of Mr Marles' apparent

approach to his sta", "angry calls to be more excellent

won't achieve anything".

But something needs to change in the Department of

Defence, which seems, by any measure, to be in disarray,

a bad state for a department with so many remits.

A defence minister at war with his own department is bad

up

ata.
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enough, but add to that reports of sta" shortages and

di!culties with recruitment and retention, and

something seemingly has to give.

Send us a letter to the editor

Letters to the editor should be kept to 250 or fewer words.

To the Point letters should not exceed 50 words. Reference

to The Canberra Times reports should include a date and

page number. Provide a phone number and address (only

your suburb will be published).

Responsibility for election comment is taken by John-

Paul Moloney of 121 Marcus Clarke Street, Canberra.

Published by Federal Capital Press of Australia Pty Ltd.

Page 5 of 5

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cgtmq9bTSZba_GZDGssUPw6-1uAjp_6bodd2W-7SgEsCNtwEQASDb8blXYKWAgICQAaAB-9ys8gLIAQKpAtI9OoNN6qU-4AIAqAMByAMIqgSbA0_QWaA4sJjnMF6IoV6fSy4dbD-UjOKRJZrX_Zx_rSeX3C0sDb857rawIEDJyVeMUAErgjGFyEt1ipaXHkRmuDsV6O3-0wADv6zzESlH5eE3C_3OIXqgB6fszlE1No5lwUfelUVqpWw3WA_BRaQgAulyQ-rDWDOzAolFFtvUdkBqXgk_2EoKqsO2HedDsab6otcWBq3_6MdUb-ECHijrIpJDrKrP47j3_ARGxEahr-gzuxtrEd0dPCT2ChBblbTvjGBi7ElqEyO4jNoFykJZaI_mmAQyQazkBQ8GbRLviDzzE8BGrH9PSIbkbSj5Cf7GaaL8NYWWX9BtnQyu90XPmSVFvJj21Tp-40l7uY9u-B3vWIHf2DwfblGwNM5hHDOJbvWMD0wAtavrjdqmb2F9-SKvkcJ2LEq4ospAw8jfczxC48N6DXmZ76wmDXM1T-L26hYzdXUEF_Fsl2D11jgpafXkWvvJZyRtEum6Y_0Xft-tWS6xkHw6EazW7nsc-jMQ8hXF4KDn42vLMnB9ynbnD52KgnjyhSfjy4jpl8AE0Lbxy9EE4AQBiAXW8PujTqAGAoAH7aLTjQGoB9m2sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggkCIBhEAEYHTICigI6CYBAgMCAgICACEi9_cE6WJuW1Y2mtoQDsQm4Gl5fEsDDjIAKA5gLAcgLAaoNAkFVyA0B4g0TCJ7Q1Y2mtoQDFRCjrAIdw1cNh9gTDdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9o3Xjaa2hAMVEKOsAh3DVw2HEAEYASAAEgIgQfD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSjAEALx4X_7-2GV6_AH5DxTJA3lUzGyw-qaBQTAB7CjuFPaL9MxzTguhMoOwC8vuwymaEnYVM0YOxwRDKxHrZh0vu9hvF2tFbDyVDLJ3hJjgM-aOhJ2whL0PG9oICbv5smk-uEak6JKEDVKZ9qm_jkRYF5i77s6T4XkYIQnDD3q8gnlaY9f8qZoATnn4nnhgB&sig=AOD64_3-TXo0k3O31jvh24L1XNBj5kVERA&client=ca-pub-7888676654047393&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.shakespeareaustralia.com.au/productions/under-the-stars-a-midsummer-nights-dream-sydney%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI9o3Xjaa2hAMVEKOsAh3DVw2HEAEYASAAEgIgQfD_BwE



